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The central aim of the RUAF Foundation (the International Network of Resource Centres on
Urban Agriculture and Food Security) is to contribute to urban poverty reduction, urban
food security, improved urban environmental management, empowerment of urban farmers
and participatory city governance by enhancing policy awareness on benefits and risks of
urban agriculture, capacity development, facilitating local policy formulation and action
planning on urban agriculture, and promoting networking and exchange of experiences.
The RUAF – Cities Farming for the Future programme (2005-2010) is executed by the seven
regional RUAF partners in co-ordination with ETC Urban Agriculture (see next page for
information) in 20 pilot cities and 48 dissemination cities. In the pilot cities, the partners are
implementing the following main strategies: Local capacity development, Facilitation of
multi-stakeholder policy development and action planning, Knowledge management and
networking, Establishment of monitoring systems on urban agriculture, and Gender
mainstreaming. More information is found on www.ruaf.org.
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Canada’s International Development Research Centre (IDRC) is one of the world’s leading
institutions in the generation and application of new knowledge to meet the challenges of
international development. For more than 30 years, IDRC has worked in close collaboration
with researchers from the developing world in their search for the means to build healthier,
more equitable, and more prosperous societies. www.idrc.ca.
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The International Institute of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR) works with the rural poor in
developing countries to improve their lives by building on their unique assests and strengths.
IIRR achieves this through field research, training, publications and filed programs with
poor communities and in partnership with other development organizations. Rural
reconstruction is a development strategy first advanced by Mass Education and Rural
Reconstruction Movement founded by Dr. Y.C. James Yen  in 1923. The strategy is sustainable,
integrated and people-centered. IIRR is a recipient of various awards in recognition of its
contributions to development. Among these is the Alan Shawn Feinstein’s 1995 World
Hunger Award in recognition of “IIRR’s exceptional work to provide opportunities for
small rural farmers throughout the developing world to prevent and reduce hunger and
malnutrition in their communities.” IIRR has also received the prestigious Ramon Magsaysay
Award for International Understanding, an award considered to be the “Nobel Prize of Asia.
www.iirr.org.


