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Abstract


Peri–urban areas reflect a sensation in which the city and the village blend, forming a twilight zone in between. Calcutta, truly a metropolitan city specifically bears a large peri–urban area in its surroundings. A thorough survey was carried out in one tribal (Sardarpara – North 24 Parganas), one general (Udayrampur – South 24 Parganas) and one Government controlled co-operative society (Mudialy – South 24 Parganas).In this survey a large number of women and girls were interviewed in all the three areas and an attempt was made to cover most of the women of the fishermen in all the three villages. It was reported that the women play a maximum important role in this occupation. Household occupation, creative activities, compulsory activities, food security, occupational health hazards, health care, education, housing, child rearing, transport, festival, etc. in terms of their access to livelihood assets were enquired. Attempts have been made to qualify and quantify these problems and how research and development can play a role in solving these negative features with reference to urbanization and engulfing of natural resources within the city premises as well as pollution. It is assumed that we have to develop human capacity, training skills, health improvement plan, infrastructure facilities and stable law and order situation for complete growth of these backward areas.
Introduction: 

              Peri-urban areas of Calcutta, a modified specialized zone where the city and the village blends is unique in the sense that here, the biodegradable human, animal and other domestic wastes of this vast metropolitan city is brought in through tunnels that enters its various pockets. In course of the last decade this peri-urban area of Calcutta that covers a large portion of eastern & southern section of the metropolis are increasingly being identified as efficient natural Eco system for improving waste water quality, control pollution of receiving water bodies & most important of all generating fish & vegetables. In India and particularly in West Bengal, participation and role of women in fisheries sector includes direct and indirect involvement in almost every sector of farming predominant in playing an important role and make significant contribution to the economy of their respective villages and the country in general. From their activities women earn significant and useful supplementary income that in turn considerably increase their family income. But the number of female participation in aquaculture is far bellow than expectation mainly due to some social reason 

1. Absence of literacy among the women

2. Economically less independent

3. Daily work load of household activities

4. Social taboos 

5. Cultural constrains 

6. Other religious and social reasons.

In West Bengal also the story is not very sweet in fishermen community. Fisherwomen can be divided into two groups 1) those who are directly attached with the fishing , 2) Those who’s husband and son is a fisher and the said lady is engaged with some other profession or is a housewife.


The status of women in the world has gone up considerably since the World War II but the place of women in the society still leaves much to be desired. Women constitute 50% of world population; they perform 70% of world’s works, earn 10% of the world’s income and own only 1% of the worlds property (Vinci 1993). In ancient India there are 

reports of women being sharing equal rights with men in terms of morality, idealism, occupation, matrimonial   ceremony,  placement  in  society, purity of  body  and soul, divorce, sharing of property (Sen). In Bengal women actively participate in a number of income generating activities for their families. The present project was undertaken to develop and understanding of trends in fishery development and their implication for peri- 
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urban fishing community of Calcutta and to make visible women’s role in fisheries and in fishing community of this place so as to reflect strategy to strengthen their meaningful participation. It also intends to cover social habits and hazards of fisher ladies. 

Materials & Methods:


The present study is an attempt to examine the occupation, occupational hazards and socio economic status of women at the fishers in the three different systems of peri-urban system of Calcutta namely Sardarpara – a tribal village located in North 24 Parganas, Udayrampore – a cosmopolitan village of South 24 Parganas and Mudiali, which is a Government controlled co-operative society also located in South 24 Parganas . These villages were chosen at random to emphasize the study of the role of women in communities primarily engaged in fish culture. Care was taken that the interviewees deal with essential features (like, villagers are involved in fish culture etc.) required to set up the interview.


In this survey a large number of women and young girls were interviewed in all the three areas and an attempt was made to cover most of the women of the fishermen in all the three villages. Medical camps were put up through the help of NGO’s and health survey programs were carried out. Group discussions were held using many objects and topics like their professional occupation creative activities, compulsory activities, financial securities, health care, education, housing, child rearing, transport etc. were discussed at length. Photographs were taken and interviews were taped with the help of voice recorder.

OBSERVATION AND RESULT:

A.
Evaluation:

CASE I-Sardarpara Village

Village Sardarpara is situated under Salt Lake Municipality area having 35 families all of whom are fishermen. It seemed from the interview that the relationship among the different families are very closed. They are a tribal group of fisherman community, having a title Sardar and same type of profession ie.fishing. in this village only 10%of women folks directly take part in money earning activities and most of them have attended school only up to primary level, that also girls mostly whose age is 15 or bellow. Their low participation in mens’ profession is mainly due to illiteracy, daily and seasonal work load of household occupation, cultural and social taboos etc. The men have less interests in performing household jobs and the women too do not allow men to do it as this is the tradition. They spend about 16 – 17 hours doing household jobs including works like cropping and gardening, collecting fuel wood from distant places, raising cattle , pig and chicken and grazing this animals in the field. However the last two mentioned works are not perform by everyone. Girls in Sardarpara prefer to do Embroidery, reading etc. rather than doing household activities.

In spite of their tremendous workload the women of the fishers in this area get scanty reward and recognition. The potentiality is reduced by absence of basic educational opportunities. Fisherwomen receive little encouragement or guidance from their patrons in spite of which they show remarkable and prominent role in their occupation both qualitatively as well as quantitatively. Their status is ferthur reduced by their differential treatment during socialization, poor exposure to modern technology, ineffective motivation towards income generating occupation by concerned higher authority, secondary status in decision making within family etc.

There is a report of one tuberculosis, 1 – 2 skin diseases, worm infestations ( major problem because they go bear foot) in the village. While a car arrives each day to see if anyone needs to be taken to the hospital, there is no doctor in the village. Generally the health condition of people is good and yet no cases of cancer has occurred.

:

Case Study 2: Udayrampur Village
In this area under study the women apart from activities as wife, mother and home maker which engage them from dawn to dusk, show a greater participation in income generating activities because: (Figure. 2)
1) They show a comparatively better literary percentage(Figure. 4)

2) Are economically more independent

3) Get the advantages of both village and city life

4) Follow less vigorous social taboos

Along with men of the village they perform task that mainly include cleaning tanks, fish rearing, collecting fish feed, and rabbit culture. Along with this the daily routine of women consists of live stock raising, vegetable gardening, working in household etc.which they share with their men equally. Occupational hazards reported from this village are occurrences of common skin diseases, like fungal infection which they get from using contaminated water, intestinal worm and danger of snakebite. The later arises when they go to cut and fetch grass for feeding rabbits. Both men and women stretched that the further improvement in their fish culture practices where constrained by fish diseases, lack of training in technical aspects of fish production, lack of investment funds available etc. 

A co-operative society named “Amtala – Udayrampur Rongeen Matshya Chash O Biponon Samaboi Samity Limited” has been established with registration done on 08//11/1999. There are 62 co-operative members out of which 9 are female. One co-operative meeting is held at the interval of 2 – 3 months with 9 – 10 committee members. Annual general meeting is held once a year.  

Therefore, one can conclude that the social status of the women has increased within their community and in their families from a situation where women’s involvement in outside labour was limited to helping the male relatives with carrying grain and collecting fire wood to that of and all rounder worker. It is not only the social status that has improved and not only the work that has neither become harder or easier but different. They have acquired some new skills for combating fish diseases.    

Case Study 3: Mudiali Village:


In Mudiali Nature Park there is cultivation of edible fishes and amalgamation of aquaculture, Nature Park and eco-tourism on the very heart of the city. This has resulted in improving the economy of the local people. Here ladies participate as:

1) Daily laborers in Metiaburuz which is having a large market of tailoring, readymade garments

2) Take care of animals like deer 

3) Work as maid servants

Occupational hazards of women in Mudiali include:

1) Backache due to overstrain in tailoring occupation

2) Eye-sight problem due to continuos needle work 

3) Being situated nearer the city is affected by pollution and consequences thereof 

B.
Social Status of Women:


The fisherwomen especially in rural areas have remained backward for long due to various socio-economic constrains. These constrains emerge from illiteracy, traditional values and norms, dominant positions of males, superstition, economic dependence of women on men, social evils like dowry and polygamy, low work participation and discrimination. Though women have been denied equal opportunities all over the world for personal growth and social development in India the situation is still worse because of the sex segregated characters of society, poverty and traditional values (Giriappa, 1994). Thus it is obvious that the status role of fisherwomen is different from that of other women owing to different social stratification existing in their surrounding areas. They seems obvious from the relevant data gathered from the villages under study.


The problem of women development varies according to the given situation. Unlike in agriculture or household work, women participation in fisheries is subjected to many peculiarities. Where a particular activity signifies a major role for women like fish marketing, the influence of men over them may be found. When both men and women have equal role in certain activities like fish rearing women may be relegated to traditional method or simpler jobs rather than modern methods. According to the interviewed women the emancipation of women is still increasing and specially differences in participation in marketing and decision-making is getting smaller. Of the women respondents engaged in fishing 80% are full timers and 20% are part-timers. Majority have education upto primary or slightly above primary level and may are also illiterate. In these surveys only one girl has been reported to reach the level of graduation. Thus it seems that diversification of employment opportunities, education and training and specialized skill formation will be needed for improvement of conditions of women fishers towards modernization. It is also evident from the interviews taken that the role of women in decision making seems better with regard to work and mobility and household maintenance compared to account keeping, purchase of assets, education and health, leisure and entertainment. To establish their rights, contribution in fisheries and society, women fishers should come ahead in more and more numbers, actively participate and present their views, problems and solutions to the government and NGO bodies which is now restrained by their lack of proper training and education in every sphere of their life. (Sharma, Unpublished).

C.
Comparison & Conclusion:


After studying the social background and occupational advantages as well as the disadvantages of the three different villages it seems that the socio-economy of the women of Mudiali and Sardarpara are below that of Udayrampur village. The educational status of women in the latter case is also superior to that of the former. It has been noted that the women of Sardarpara walk a distance of one to two kilometers for collecting fuel wood while those of Udayrampur collect it from nearby locality or buy it from the market. The ladies of Mudiali have the additional advantage that they earn money by stitching clothes in Metiaburuz. In Udayrampur at least one girl was noted who has reached a level of graduation while Sardarpara there is none among interviewees. However single adult education center teaches embroidery to the ladies. In Udayrampur and Mudiali, villagers have access to market, cinema etc. In Sardarpara, villagers have to go to another village to visit a doctor. The festivals celebrated are also different among the three groups. The food intake is poorer in Sardarpara where they take only rice and dal and rarely fish while in Udayrampur fish is reported to be present in the daily diet. However in all the villages the women perform the basic house running and the compulsory activities are washing, sweeping, cooking, child care etc. One common problem shared by the women of the three villages is that men in the evening become intoxicated after consuming alcohol. In Sardarpara the men after getting drunk is reported to beat the wife. Other common problems share in these villages is availability of electricity round the clock, poor housing and insufficient income. 


In the per-urban areas of Sardarpara there is no report of cancer and only one report of tuberculosis. Probably due to pollution free environment of the habitat there is no incidence of asthma or bronchial diseases. However, there is common occurrence of skin diseases and intestinal worms. Due to presence of sufficient quantity of vegetable in their daily diet there is very little vitamin deficiency symptom. Udayrampur being situated close to the rural area the women report that they enjoy their daily work load as they remain surrounded by the pleasant natural surroundings that gives them mental peace and happiness. However, here also the common disease is the skin problem. Fisher-women of Mudiali as they are engaged in tailoring activity & lives closer to the urban areas, suffer from all the common problem occurring there due to pollution and also backache and eye sight problem. The Sardarpara village inspite of the fact that they are situated in the shadow of Saltlake has yet received very little aid from the Government agencies and undergone very little modification of financial upliftment. Udayrampur has been aided with forming a co-operative society that has helped in reconstructing roads and tubewell in their village. The same applies for Mudiali also, were, there too, a Government created co-operative society runs and rules the life of the fishers. Hence it seems that peri-urban area of Calcutta need total upliftment. The main areas of focus should be :

· Primary education to be made compulsory for every child followed by technical training in different trades.

· A secondary educational center for the willing and the meritorious.

· An adult education center may also be introduced.

· A permanent health center with emergency facilities to cater the basic medical need of the community.

· To reduce the ill practices i.e. alcoholism, wife torturing, suicide cases among women, child delivery at home, superstitious and orthodox life style, that is predominant among males,, it is necessary for more awareness camps.

Awareness camps and door-to-door campaigns are necessary in the following areas :

· Drug abuse and alcohol practices

· Family planning and safe motherhood

· Legal rights for the backward classes of women

· Self employment by utilization of local resources

Therefore it may be concluded that integrated project management, infrastructure facilities and availability of communication media should be supplied to these people so as to increase their income and uplift their socio-economic status particularly those of the women keeping in mind to save mother nature side by side.
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