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“URBAN AGRICULTURE IN 21ST CENTURY CITIES”

The cities gathered in Quito, Ecuador, on April 16-20, 2000, on the occasion of the “Urban
Agriculture in 21st Century Cities” workshop, have agreed to the following:

“DECLARATION OF QUITO”

WHEREAS,

Our cities are faced with severe problems of poverty, food insecurity and environmental
degradation;

Several Urban Agriculture experiences have been recently and progressively developed in
Latin America and the Caribbean with the aim of increasing the intake of food, generating
income and jobs for vulnerable urban populations, and improving food security and the
environment;

These experiences have limitations, but the trend is towards their consolidation and
sustainability; and they deserve a broader support in view of their impacts on the standards
and the quality of life of the populations in our cities.

ACKNOWLEDGING that

Urban Agriculture experiences in Latin American and Caribbean cities have limitations, but
this is not an obstacle to acknowledge their significant contributions to the production of
cities under precepts of equity, health and food security .

These experiences reveal that it is possible to use local resources and technologies to help
reduce the costs of urban economies and improve the standards and the quality of life of the
population.

The consensus reached by local and national actors is a strong incentive for Urban
Agriculture.

It is necessary to execute training programs for local governments and for urban farmers
themselves in order to increase the efficiency of Urban Agriculture.

It is necessary to disseminate and exchange these experiences in the Region in order to
improve and strengthen efforts and reduce the costs of these programs.



ENCOURAGING

Cities to recognize the significance of the contribution of Urban Agriculture to social
development approaches, generation of jobs and income, self-esteem, environmental
improvement and particularly food safety, and to add them to their key development goals in
a transparent and concerted way.

Local governments to become strongly committed with the development of Urban
Agriculture, mobilizing existing local resources, institutionalizing Urban Agriculture and
procuring its extension at national level; and to allocate municipal budget items to the
execution of Urban Agriculture practices.

The execution of training programs for technicians and the community in general and
encouraging local stakeholders by promoting exchanges between municipalities on regional,
national and international experiences related to municipal Urban Agriculture policies, and to
establish criteria and indicators that allow the systematization of experiences and facilitate
decision making.

The inclusion of Urban Agriculture within territorial planning processes as an element for the
multiple-use of land and environmental protection.

The development of Urban Agriculture for self-consumption as well as commercial purposes,
via research, health and certification of organic products, the promotion of small agricultural
business, and raising the awareness of consumers by UA sponsors.

The development of credit and financial policies and instruments for Urban Agriculture, with
special emphasis on the most vulnerable producers, to supplement technical assistance
programs.

Research, dissemination, awareness raising and training in the alternative and efficient use
of water; and regulations and agreements on the sanitary use of household waste water.

To enhance and validate techniques for the use of solid waste in Urban Agriculture; training
urban producers in techniques of reuse and recycling of waste; educating the community in
the selection of waste at the source (formal and informal education), and fostering policy-
making at local and national government levels to promote and regulate the sorting and use
of solid waste.

RECOMMENDING

That new, broader and more frequent gatherings and exchanges are organized between our
cities in order to develop linkages with other cities within our countries and to address
municipal policies related to Urban Agriculture and Food Security.

The execution of follow-up and assessments of existing experiences as well as of others that
may arise in the Region.

URGING

Local governments to promote Urban Agriculture in their cities, develop tax incentives and
other policies, and promote the collection of information on Urban Agriculture activities in
their territorial planning processes.



State and national governments to include Urban Agriculture in their programs to alleviate
poverty, food safety, promotion of local development and environmental and health
improvement.

Technical and financial cooperation agencies to accord to Urban Agriculture the significance
and specificity deserved by the promotion of sustained and sustainable development.

The Urban Management Program for Latin America and the Caribbean, the IDRC, the FAO,
the PAHO and the IPES to continue supporting Urban Agriculture experiences in the region.

WE REAFFIRM

Our commitment to improve urban management through the promotion of Urban Agriculture
experiences in our cities, establishing the Working Group “Cities and Urban Agriculture in
Latin America and the Caribbean”, with the goal of replicating and improving Urban
Agriculture municipal policies and actions developed in Latin American and Caribbean cities
as to enhance food security, address urban poverty, improve urban environment and health
management, and develop more participatory and less excluding governance processes, as
well as to protect urban biodiversity with the support of the Urban Management Program for
Latin America and the Caribbean.

Our determination to produce and disseminate, at least once a year, methodology tools,
guidelines and mechanisms that collect regional experiences and report on the formulation
and execution of urban planning and land use, reuse of waste water and organic solid waste,
credits for Urban Agriculture, transformation and marketing.

Our will to jointly support the execution of City Consultations on Urban Agriculture, with the
support of the Urban Management Program for Latin America and the Caribbean, the IDRC
and IPES.

WE INVITE

All public and private actors of Latin American and Caribbean cities to embrace the practice,
promotion and support of Urban Agriculture.

All Latin American and Caribbean cities to join the Working Group on Urban Agriculture and
to assume the ownership of this Declaration.

Quito, April 20, 2000.



Seminario – Taller
Agricultura Urbana en las Ciudades del Siglo XXI

“DECLARACIÓN DE QUITO”

MEXICO

Texcoco

Jorge De la Vega Membrillo
Municipalidad de Texcoco

Presidente Constitucional del
Ayuntamiento de Texcoco

Gabriela Arias Hernández
Municipalidad de Texcoco

Jefa del Dpto de producción
Agrícola

José Luis Rico Robert
Municipalidad de Texcoco

Director de la Dir. Desarrollo
Rural

Emma Aguilar García
Municipalidad de Texcoco

Jefa del Dpto de producción
Pecuria

Orelia Hernández Mejía
Municipalidad Distrito Federal

Comunicación de la Red
Aguila (Sección México)

HONDURAS

Puerto Cortés

Marlon Guillermo Lara Orellana
Municipalidad de Puerto Cortés

Alcalde

Conrado González Orellana
Director de la Unidad de

Gestión Ambiental Municipal

CUBA

La Habana

Wilfredo Lemus Pino Asesor del
Presidente de la Asamblea

Provincial del Poder Popular en
Ciudad de La Habana

Mario González Novo Grupo
de Agricultura Urbana

Sub-Delegado Ejecutivo
Director de Proyectos

Agroppecuarios de
colaboración

Aurelia María Castellanos
Quintero

Grupo de Agricultura Urbana de
la Ciudad de La Habana
Especialista en extensión
agropecuaria y relaciones

publicas



REPUBLICA DOMINICANA

Santiago de los Caballeros

Ramón Colón
Municipalidad de Santiago de

los Caballeros

José Raúl Fernández
Plan Estratégico de Santiago

Director Ejecutivo

Pedro Juan del Rosario
Centro de Estudios Urbanos y

Regionales /Pontificia
Universidad Católica Madre y

Maestra (CEUR/PUCMM)
Encargado Estudios Rurales

COLOMBIA

El Carmen de Viboral

José Lisardo Montoya
Villegas

Municipalidad El
Carmen de Viboral
Alcalde Municipal

ECUADOR

Cuenca

Iván Piedra Abril (E)
Municipalidad de Cuenca

Alcalde

Fernando Coordero
Municipalidad de Cuenca

Alcalde titular

María Caridad Cruz
Municipalidad de Cuenca
Asesora del Programa de

Agricultura Urbana

Quito

Francisco Laso
Bermeo

Municipalidad de Quito Alcalde

Kléver Albán Municipalidad de
Quito

Coordinador Técnico de la
Asesoría en Relaciones

Internacionales

Oswaldo Granda
Municipalidad de Quito

Director de Parques y Jardines

Yves Cabannes
Coordinador Regional

PGU-ALC/CNUAH/HABITAT

San Pablo de Manta
Jorge Orley Zambrano

Cedeño
Municipalidad de San Pablo

de Manta Manabi
Alcalde



Otavalo
Mario H. Conejo Maldonado

Municipio de Otavalo
Alcalde

Pinampiro

Dr. Edwin Lora B.
Municpio de Pinampiro

Alcalde

BRASIL

Curaçá

Salvador Lopes Gonsalves
Prefeito Curaçá

Ramón Enrique Mercado
Ordónes

Instituição – Não Tem Vínculo
No Momento

Cargo – Consultor Local

Matto Grosso do Sul Brasilia
Teresina

José Orcirio Miranda dos
Santos Estado Mato Grosso do

Sul  - Brasil
Gobernador

João Luiz Homem de
Carvalho Engenheiro

Agrônomo, Diretor Presidente
da APROVE – Associação de

Apoio à  Verticalização da
Pequena Produção Familiar.

Paulo Fernandes Fortes Filho
Secretaria Municipal de

Agricultura e Abastecimento
Prefeitura Municipal de

Teresina

Maranguape Fortaleza

Raimundo Marcelo Carvalho da
Silva Prefeito Municipal de

Maranguape

Aguiar Junior Beltrao
CEARAH PERIFERIA

Coordinador de Pojeto de
Agricultura Urbano.



PERU

Lima

Gordon Prain
Iniciativa Estratégica del CGIAR
para Agricultura Urbana y Peri-

urbana (SIUPA)
Centro Internacional de la Papa.

Coordinador

Washington Ipenza
Municipalidad de Villa María

del Triunfo
Alcalde

Jorge L. Price
Instituto de Promoción de la

Economía Social (IPES)
Director Ejecutivo

José Andrés Dasso
Asociación Recursos para el

Desarrollo – REDE

Julio Moscoso CEPIS/AGUILA

Cajamarca
Jorge Hoyos Rubio

Municipalidad Provincial de
Cajamarca

Alcalde

URUGUAY

Montevideo

Alberto Gómez Perazzoli
Unidad De Montevideo Rural

Intendencia Municipal de
Montevideo

Director Programa Pequeños
Huertos y Agroecología

Alain Marie Santandreu Carpi
Centro Latinoamericano de
Ecología Social - CLAES

ARGENTINA

Camilo Aldao

Carlos Carignano Municipalidad
Camilo Aldao

Cargo: Intendente

Raúl Horacio Terrile Centro
de Estudios de Producciones

Agroeco-
Lógicas. Centro de Estudio

de Acción Ambiental
Cargo:  técnico

Silvana Mariani INTA PRO –
HUERTA

Cargo: técnica

Corral de Bustos General Roca Monte Maiz
Dr. Amalio Bertapella
Depto. Bromatología y

Sanidad Animal
Munic. Corral de Bustos

Pablo garbellotto
Mmunicipio de General Roca

Alcalde

Juan E. Salvay
Monte Maiz



Justinano Posse

Silva Biga
Coorindaora Ecoclub

Justiniano Posse

Victorio Luján
Municipalidad de J. Posse

Miguel Angel Gallucci
Jefe de Planta Tratamiento de
Residuos Sólidos Domiciliarios

Municip. J.Posse

Leones

Martha Boglione
Coordinadora Ecoclub Leones

Javier Aimetta
Sec. Plan. Obras y Servicios

Públicos
Municipalidad de Leones

Marcos Juárez

Antonio Noguera
Director de Servicios

Municipalidad de Marcos Juárez

Nency Botta
Jefe Planta Tratamiento de

Residuos Sólidos
Domiciliarios Munic. De

Marcos Juárez

Alfredo Lattanzi
Director

INTA EEA Marcos Juárez

Néstor Lucero
Coordinador Area desarrollo

Rural
INTA EEA Marcos Juárez

Carlos Rampella
Area Desarrollo Rural

INTA EEA Marcos Juárez

Cruz Alta

Daniel Passerini
Municipalidad de Cruz Alta

Alcalde

Salvador Lodato
Coordinador Medio Ambiente
Municipalidad de Cruz Alta

Villa María

Aldo Paredes
Coordinador Area Desarrollo

Regional
Municipalidad de Villa María



CANADA

Otawa

Luc Mougeot
International

Development Research
Centre IDRC-CFP
Senior Program

Specialist

ITALIA

Roma

Olivio Argenti
AGSM-AGS/FAO


