TYPE 4: EXHIBITION AND DEMON-
STRATION

This type of agrotourism mainly depends
on modern biological technology or
agricultural engineering technology and
demonstrates the modern agricultural
production processes or technical
achievements to urban residents,
providing a good place for agricultural
production technicians to observe,
emulate, practice and exchange
experience as well. The main form at
present in Beijing is modern agriculture
demonstration gardens. People involved in
this type of activity are mainly students
and flower growers from the local area,
and researchers and technicians from
other cities.

It should be stressed that there is no
distinct boundary between the different
types of agrotourism. The difference
between them is certainly relative rather
than absolute. In fact, each type of
agrotourism could be a form of
multifunctional land use itself. The
distinction is based on their leading
function. Moreover, with the further
development of agrotourism, both the
intensity and extensity of multifunctional
land use will be increasingly enhanced.
Accordingly, the classification of
agrotourism could be different over time.

GOVERNMENTS SUPPORT POLICIES
In order to guide and promote the
development of agrotourism, the
government has taken the following
measures:

(1) Agrotourism is an official part of
planning at municipal and district level.
*Beijing agrotourism development
planningZ was formulated and some
administrative management regulations
were stipulated, including application
procedures, construction intendance,
operation standards etc.

(2) Agrotourism projects are supported,
among other ways, through funding,
taxation, transportation and water and
electricity supplies:. the government has
set up an appropriative fund to assist
important projects and encourages private
investment; taxation is still as low as the
taxation standard on traditional
agriculture; water and electricity can be
obtained at a preferential price; and the
transportation department constructed
some roads that make ithe agrotourism
parks more accessible for urban residents..
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Figure 1: Four different types of agrotourism in Beijing
a= Main function of the land, b= Feature, c= Activities

(3) The local government supported the
development of an agrotourism
association. Beijing agrotourism
association was established in 2004 and
was initially operated by the government.
It not only publicises related policies, laws
and regulations for the government, but
also makes great efforts to ensure the
legitimate rights of its members, works out
guild regulations, holds exchange
conferences, publishes training references,
and maintains contact with other
organisations.

(4) Information exchange and
dissemination. The government
introduces agrotourism to potential
customers through different media, such
as newspapers, news broadcasts, televisior
and internet. In addition, the government
often organises large-scale propaganda
activities, including agrotourism festivals,
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trade conferences, agricultural products
exhibitions etc..

In summary, thanks to strong market
demands and powerful government
support, Beijing agrotourism has a very
bright future. Agrotourism is a typical
example of multifunctional land use,
which greatly improves the efficiency of
agricultural land use. Most importantly, it
represents a good balance between
economic development and land resources
utilisation, and demonstrates the future
direction of agricultural activities.
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