
brownfield sites, and both are adjacent to
potentially uncontaminated land
available for periurban agriculture. The
Lea Valley, site for the 2012 Olympics, is
also famous as home to London•s at
onetime extensive but now depleted
market gardens, which supplied the city•s
fruit and vegetable requirements.

The CPUL concept compliments an
ambitious •green gridŽ strategy for
creating a network of connected open
spaces, currently being promoted by the
Greater London Authority.  The CPUL
study indicated that notwithstanding
constraints on the availability of land,
sufficient land is available to create a
viable CPUL. The potential yield from
urban agriculture sites within the
proposed CPUL will vary enormously
depending upon the type of agriculture
practised.  If yields found on traditional
English allotments are assumed, then one
could expect sufficient fruit and
vegetable production, within the London
Riverside CPUL, to feed 4000 persons. If,
however, yields based on 50% of those
produced by high-yield organoponicosin
Cuba are assumed, then 39,000 people
could be fed (50% is an estimate to allow
for climatic differences). Thus a CPUL
strategy could make a significant
contribution to the improvement of
urban sustainability within the London
Thames Gateway. The authors suggested
that pilot projects be set up to validate
yields, for instance, and to identify other
practical issues that a theoretical study
alone cannot address.

At the time of writing, work continues on
the development of proposals for the
green grid strategy, and it appears that a
number of different consultants are being
commissioned to undertake design
studies. It is evident given the large
number of stakeholders and bodies
involved with different aspects of
implementing the Thames Gateway plan
that the follow-through of these
ambitious strategic plans will prove to be
difficult.

The authors have raised the idea, with
the Olympic team, of integrating the
CPUL concept into the London 2012
Olympic plans to enhance the organisers•
stated aim of running the •greenest
games the world has ever seen.Ž  At the
time of writing it is unclear if this idea
will be taken any further.

CONCLUSIONS FROM THE
LONDON CPUL STUDY
Several specific problems need to be
addressed before CPULs can be
implemented more widely. These are
similar to those encountered when
planning for other large-scale urban
infrastructure projects. Some of the main
issues are:

Land ownership and the need for agreements
to purchase or provide access to land.This
can be extremely complex, and requires
long-term spatial and acquisition
policies. It is at this level of policy that a
new single space planning body /
authority, capable of interacting
meaningfully with all stakeholders is
required. Lessons can be learnt for
governmental bodies and NGOs such as
the UK-based sustainable transport
organisation, SUSTRANs, which is
independently developing an extensive
cycle network across the country.
Competing demands for land, not only from
traditional developers / investors, but also
from diverse interest groups such as sports
organisations and environmental groups
promoting wilderness areas.Building a
consensus or linkages between these
different stakeholders will be an
important task.
Providing adequate infrastructure for market
gardeners willing to take on UPA sites.
Utilising periurban agriculture sites to
support new development should be
encouraged, but not to the exclusion of urban

agriculture.Sole reliance on periurban
agriculture would result in the loss of
associated social benefits of urban
agriculture, such as community building,
facilities for children•s experiences and
learning about natural cycles and
sustainable development, neighbourhood
improvement, etc.  Furthermore,
expanding cities would never start to

implement a CPUL
strategy and would thus
minimise the
opportunities for local
food production,
ecological and
sustainable transport
corridors. Ultimately
this would minimise
potential food miles
savings, and the quality
of life, health and
environmental benefits
associated with urban
agriculture.
In addition to these
practical and policy-
related issues, there is a
need to address the
public appreciation of
CPULs. If CPULs are to
compete with urban life

consisting of apartment blocks and
superstores, awareness needs to be
created and approval gained for the
•good lifeŽ associated with UA and
CPULs. In the UK, as elsewhere in Europe
this process is still in its infancy, but
encouraging signs are emerging.
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Industrial landscape near West Ham

Open urban space in Daggenham.
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Pylon landscape near Choats Road.


