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The Urban Agriculture Magazine

No. 16: Policies, Norms and Regulations on Urban Agriculture, May 2006

Deadline for submissions is 1 March 2006.

Urban agriculture is a dynamic concept that comprises a variety of livelihood systems, ranging from
subsistence production and processing at household level to fully commercialised agriculture. Urban
agriculture enhances food security, provides additional income and employment for poor and
middle-income urban dwellers, and contributes to an ecologically sound urban environment. These
different functions for urban agriculture (see this UA Magazine) co-exist in a range of different
combinations. The demand of policy makers and local practitioners for inspiring examples of
successful policies and action programmes from other countries and cities is therefore growing.
Interventions must be linked with specific development objectives, to which urban agriculture is
expected to make a significant contribution and be based on participatory and multi-stakeholder
diagnosis and planning processes. A range of potential suitable policy responses to urban agriculture
have been presented in the various issues of the UA Magazine so far. These recommendations were
of a general nature. An overview and discussion of initiatives that have led to policy change will
provide important insights for those currently planning or operating similar activities.

Historically urban agriculture does not have an institutional home. Organisations like a Ministry of
Agriculture usually lack a political mandate for urban agriculture. Urban agriculture projects are
rarely integrated in overall urban planning. Generally there is little co-ordination between NGOs and
municipal agencies, and urban farmers are often not organised. The RUAF partners have initiated so-
called Multi Stakeholder Policy Making and Action Planning (MPAP) processes in 6 cities in 2005 and
will start again in 6 other cities in 2007. Preliminary results will be reported in this magazine.

For this issue of the UA Magazine, we are seeking examples of policies, of initiatives driven by
farmers or local communities or facilitated by multi stakeholder processes that have influenced
change at policy level, and (sometimes) lead to further positive changes at local level.

We welcome your contributions,

* Describing examples of participatory and multi-stakeholder policy making and action
planning on urban agriculture, and/or

* Describing and critically analyzing, the innovative policies, norms and regulations resulting
from such processes.

This issue of the UA Magazine will be presented at the World Urban Forum in Vancouver, 2006.

Therefore we seek to incorporate experiences (including of the RUAF partners and their wider

network) that present best practices and give clear suggestions for the way forward.

Articles

Atrticles on urban agriculture should consist of approximately 2,300 words (three pages), 1,600 words (two
pages), or 700 words (one page), preferably accompanied by an abstract, references (maximum of 5), figures
and digital images or photographs of good quality. The articles should be written in a manner that is readily
understood by a wide variety of stakeholders all over the world. We also invite you to submit information on
recent publications, journals, videos, photographs, cartoons, letters, technology descriptions and assessments,
workshops, training courses, conferences, networks, web-links, etc.

Future issues of UA Magazine

2006

-No. 17, September: Strengthening Urban Producers Organisations and Micro- Enterprises
Working Materials:

- Participatory Methods, GIS and other tools for land use and action planning

- Monitoring and Evaluation

2007 / 2008

-No. 18: April: Sustainable Urban Water Management;

Other suggested issues:

-Role of Urban Agriculture in Emergency Situations (currently being explored: suggestions
welcome).

-Institutions for Urban Agriculture.

-Youth, Education and Urban Agriculture.

-Health and Food Security.

-Urban agriculture as an additional strategy for mitigation of the HIV-AIDS epidemic
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